Ooblek











Grade:  Lower Elementary (K)

Time:  20-40 minutes

Objectives:  Students will…
· Describe the process they went through to make Ooblek

· State why the mystery goo is a liquid

Introduction

Review with students what it means to be a solid, liquid, or gas.  Today they will be making a mystery substance called Ooblek.

Procedure:

1.  Making Ooblek

Have students sit at their tables, with sleeves pushed up.  Show them their equipment – a plastic bowl, a medicine cup, and a Popsicle stick.  They will measure out their powder (put one bowl of cornstarch on each table) and water (put one bowl of water on each table) with their medicine cup, and mix them together on the bowl using the stick.
Hand out equipment to each student.  Give them the following directions:

1. Measure one medicine cup of powder
2. Place it in the bowl

3. Measure one cup of water

4. Place it in the bowl

5. Mix the two together

6. Measure one medicine cup of powder

7. Add it to the bowl and mix

Have students feel the mixture with their fingers.  If, when they press down on it with their fingers, it feels hard, but their fingers sink if they place them gently on the mixture, the Ooblek is ready.  Go around checking everyone’s Ooblek, adding a little water if it is too dry, adding a little cornstarch if it is too wet.

Give students time to play with the Ooblek, occasionally guiding their investigations.   What happens if:

· They push on it.?
· They put some in the palm of their hand?

· They roll it into a ball?

Conclusion

After cleaning up, gather the students together.  Have them review the steps of making Ooblek, writing them down as they are given.  After you have all the steps, ask them if they thought if the Ooblek was a solid, liquid, or gas.

Ooblek is a liquid because it flows, and it takes the shape of its container, however it is a special kind of liquid that sometimes acts like a solid.

